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In order to mitigate the worst effects of the recurrent droughts
the Federal Government has recently undertaken the construction
of reservoirs at various places in the north-eastern region. The
first was completed in 1906 and since then more than forty others
have been built on public account in addition to a number of
smaller private ones. Some of the former are quite large, the
Cedro reservoir at Quixada having a capacity of 161 million cubic
metres. These reservoirs are to be utilized in three different
ways: first, to provide drinking-water for live stock, and if
necessary for the population also ; second, to furnish irrigation
water for the cultivation of food crops such as mandioca, beans
and maize, and fodder crops for the cattle; and third, as the
water in the reservoirs falls, the margins can be used for growing
crops like rice. According to recent reports the work of fight-
ing the droughts in the North is being seriously undertaken
in a relatively small area in Ceara and the states east of it.
There roads are being laid out as a means of concentrating
live stock when necessary in the neighbourhood of the water
supplies.

In one way the construction of large storage lakes is easy,
since the streams frequently find their outlets from the plateau
country by narrow gorges or by series of gorges. On the other
hand, the areas to be served cover immense spaces, and in a region
where evaporation is intense, more than ordinary care has to
be taken to make the reservoirs as deep as possible ; shallow ones
would be useless as a means of tiding over the worst visitations,
and these after all are what have to be considered ; the strength
of the chain depends upon that of its weakest link.

The rearing of goats stands next to cattle-raising among the
industries of the sertao, especially in the two states of Ceara
and Piauhy. In fact, this dry northern region is one of the more
important sources of goatskins in international trade. The goat
being an animal which cannot be bred to produce meat and milk
and at the same time skins of a high quality, it is easy to under-
stand how these semi-arid districts, specializing in the latter
product, are able to furnish a better article than most other goat-
rearing lands. As is well known in the Old World, goats are
adapted to the dry regions towards the desert borders, and it is
not surprising that Mediterranean and North African strains
should flourish in this part of the New World.

Apart from stock-rearing, the north-eastern sertaos have
developed industries connected with three different types of
indigenous plants, namely cotton, the carnauba palm, and manihot
and mangabeira rubber-producing trees.

The first of these plants is of considerable importance in the